

















"I thought Rikers was just a place criminals go to once they’ve
determined you're guilty. Now | understand why they want to shut
"I needed to change the way | see. down Rikers...l don’t understand why we use bail as a weapon.”
Not all people that go to jail are
bad. | used to look at it like they
all had the intention of doing

wrong, but they might just have
made a mistake, or are in for a
crime they haven't done.”

"I keep thinking about how bail bondsmen are seen as \
horrible people. It’s just their job. | can't understand why

they are seen as the bad people, as if they are the people
that set the bail. | don't think there is a ‘bad guy.’
| think there is a bad system.”




In January 2018, the District Attorneys
for Manhattan and Brooklyn announced
that they would order their prosecutors
not to request bail for non-violent crimes.
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Despite recent calls for change, the bail system remains
in place. If you're interested in creating lasting change,
here are a few things you can do to

or even sit in on an arraighment court

"I would encourage you to go sit in an arraignment court and observe.
You can do that. You can walk into an arraighment courtroom and watch
bail happen. That’s definitely illuminating.”

— Seth Steed




Organize and rally

"THERE REALLY SHOULD BE A PUBLIC OUTCRY.

JUST LIKE WE ARE OUTRAGED WHEN THE POLICE USE EXCESSIVE FORCE ON OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE. WE SHOULD BE OUTRAGED THAT SO MANY MEN AND INOMEN
ARE SITTING ON RIKERS BECAUSE THEY CANT MAKE BAIL.

— Vanessa Gibson
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Contact cit;l‘ and state law-makers

This year the New York State Legislature will consider bills that would
eliminate cash bail for people facing misdemeanor and non-violent felonies.

Call and write your NY State Senators and Representatives.
To find your elected officials, visit usa.gov/elected-officials.

Support a community bail fund

Community bail funds like the Bronx Freedom Fund, the Brooklyn
Community Bail Fund, and the city-wide Liberty Fund, use private
donations to pay bail for people who can’t afford it.

To learn more, visit bronxfreedomfund.org, brooklynbailfund.org,
and libertyfund.nyc.




The Bronx School For Law, Government and Justice (LGJ)
combines law-related studies with real-world learning
experiences for students in grades 6-12. The school has its
own mock courtroom and crime forensic labs, and uses the
New Bronx Criminal Court Complex as an extended
classroom. Students explore careers in law and government
through coursework, mentoring relationships, and
internships while preparing for the challenges of college.
To learn more, visit bronxlgj.org.
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